
December 19, 2018           Clark County Press          Page 3

OpinionRyan’s Rhetoric
Once you learn to say ‘hello,’ it’s
 time to say ‘goodbye’ apparently

I returned to News 
Publishing Company last 
summer by taking the edi-
tor position at the Clark 
County Press. After a short 
tenure in the position, it is 
time to transition to a new 
one.

When I returned to the 
company last June, it was 
a strange time for me. I had 
questions about my place 
in the business. Without 
going into any details, I 
was unhappy with how 
my journalism career was 
going and people I know 
had fl oated the question, 
“Have you ever thought of 
public relations?”

I wasn’t really sure about 
that route, but last spring I 
had given it more thought 
than I ever had. In the end, 
I wasn’t too keen on the 
idea and wanted to stay 
in newspapers somehow. 
Then, the right opportunity 
came along. 

I stayed in contact with 
Press general manager 
Kathy Potter after I left 
News Publishing Company 
in 2015. She was interested 
in bringing me back as the 
editor at the Press. I accept-
ed her invitation and offer. 

At times, it may have 
been a hard transition 
because I had grown used 
to living within 30 minutes 
or an hour away from fam-
ily, but the last six months 
have been some of the most 
enjoyable in my career. 
I’m back to writing sto-
ries interesting to me again 
and I have enjoyed working 
with everyone at the Press.

I’ve also enjoyed being 
a part of the community. I 
will look back at covering 
events like Heritage Days 
and the Clark County Fair 
fondly.

After the fi rst of the year, 
I will be a reporter at the 
Banner Journal, the News 
Publishing Company paper 
in Black River Falls. I was 
a reporter there immediate-
ly after college. Sometimes, 
my work appeared in the 

Press. So, my work may 
still be seen in the Press 
from time to time. 

As far as the editor posi-
tion at the Press, Kathy 
contacted me in mid-Octo-
ber about me going back to 
the Banner. She also asked 
for suggestions for filling 
the editor position after I 
left the Press. I told her that 
if she wanted to post the 
opening, that would ulti-
mately be up to her. In my 
mind, however, I thought 
there was only one person 
to consider.

During that phone con-
versation, I suggested 
Valorie Brecht for the edi-
tor role. She is a very tal-
ented and intelligent writer 
who has developed jour-
nalism skills rather quick-
ly. Valorie is from Clark 
County and has spent some 
time now accumulating 
experience at the Press. 

Valorie is also a very 
kind, caring person with a 
good heart. Why wouldn’t 
I suggest her for the role? 
I couldn’t have asked for a 
better co-pilot for the Press 
during the last six months. 
Actually, I’ve often thought 
she would have been a bet-
ter fit than me as the editor 
in the past six months.

If it wasn’t obvious 
already, Valorie has my 
unqualified endorsement 
and support to be the Press 
editor. 

As long as I have the 
platform, thanks to Dee 
Zimmerman for the insight, 
support and all the stories 
about local history. History 
is one of my favorite sub-
jects, so she certainly had 
me intrigued on numerous 
occasions. In fact, one day 
a couple months ago when 
my dad drove up from 
Lake Mills for lunch, Dee 
intrigued him with some 
stories about a local hang-
out he frequented when he 
hunted in the area.

Also, a thank you is in 
order to Nancy Curtin for 
the help in fi nding sources 
for stories as I was settling 
in to the Neillsville area. 
Another fond memory for 
me at the Press was on my 
fi rst week on the job. I was 
a month removed from a 
seizure and couldn’t drive, 
so Nancy drove and we 
went out storm chasing for 
a story in the paper. It was 
an exciting fi rst week.

In closing, I’d like to wish 
the best of luck to incoming 
reporter Kyle VonRuden. 
In the fi rst week, it was nice 
getting to know him and 
working with him. It seems 
like he will be a good fi t 
here at the Press.

By Ryan Spoehr, editor

Read carefully before submitting a 
Letter to the Editor 

  Anyone who has an opinion that does not 
contain libel is welcome to send a letter for 
consideration to be published in The Clark 

County Press.  The Clark County Press usually 
tries to publish only one letter per month per 

writer.  The writer must sign the letter and the 
writer’s name will be published with the letter.  
 Letters to the Editor should be no longer than 
600 words. Please provide a telephone number 
for confi rmation. A Letter to the Editor cannot 
be used to thank an individual or organization. 

Thank you.

When will the 
hypocrisy end?

Dear Editor,
I understand and support 

honest political differ-
ences and debate, but the 
dishonest and self-serving 
behavior has got to end. If 
it’s wrong for one party, it’s 
wrong for both. 

I vividly recall how eight 
years ago Scott Walker 
demanded that Jim Doyle 
not pass legislation that 
would affect the next gov-
ernor’s term,  as it would 

confl ict with the will of 
the voters. Doyle acknowl-
edged this and didn’t sign 
the budget or initiate other 
legislation.  

It’s frustrating that these 
politicians don’t recog-
nize the hypocrisy of their 
actions and the negative 
effect it has on the state.

Sincerely,
Jim Kramer

Neillsville

Clark County Forest 
ATV trails open 

Those looking for a little 
outdoor adventure this month 
will be pleased to know that 
the ATV trails located in the 
Clark County Forest have 
been opened to ATV rid-
ers as of Saturday, Dec. 15. 
This does not include the 
trails north of Intersection 
30 or east of Intersection 26, 
which remain closed. 

Trail access over the com-
ing weeks will depend on 
the weather.  “ATV trails 
will remain open until an 
adequate snow base is pres-
ent,” said Marcus Aumann, 
parks and program manager 
of the Clark County Forestry 
and Parks Department, in a 
press release. “At that time, 

we will close the trails to 
prepare the base for the 
remainder of the riding sea-
son.  Having a solid base is 
crucial to both maintaining 
and prolonging the riding 
season.” 

Riders should note that 
UTVs are not allowed on 
the Clark County ATV trail 
system during the winter 
months (Nov. 1-May 14).

Clark County trails are 
subject to periodic closure. 
For updates on closures and 
openings and general trail 
information, please con-
tact the Forestry and Parks 
Department at 715.743.5140 
or visit www.co.clark.wi.us.

Local campground to host grand 
opening for new tavern

By Kyle VonRuden
Just inside the front 

door of the tavern at Doc’s 
Bunkhouse, a collection 
of printed hats and cloth-
ing available for sale hangs 
on the wall outside general 
manager Shelly Schmidt’s 
offi ce. One of the articles, 
a neon pink sweatshirt with 
a picture of a UTV, reads: 
“It’s not just a hobby, it’s 
my escape from reality.” 

 As it happens, those seek-
ing their own little escape 
this weekend may not need 
to look far.

Doc’s Bunkhouse, locat-
ed at 11702 Elker Road 
just a few miles north of 
Merrillan, will be hosting 
a grand opening party for 
its new bar and restaurant 
on Saturday, Dec. 22. The 
event will feature a series of 
raffl es and door prize draw-
ings followed by a set from 
Wisconsin Rapids cover 
band Vada’s Rockhouse. 
There is no charge for admis-
sion. Families with children 
are welcome to attend the 
event, which will run from 3 
p.m. until the band takes the 
stage at 7 p.m.

Opened in early 2011, 
Doc’s Bunkhouse is a family 
owned and operated camp-
ground containing over one 
hundred seasonal campsites 
as well as eight cabins and 
immediate access to the 
Clark and Jackson County 
UTV and ATV trails. Each 
summer the location attracts 
thousands of outdoor enthu-
siasts from the surrounding 
region and beyond.
 “We’re full up almost 
every weekend during the 
warmer months, especial-
ly around the holidays,” 
Schmidt said.  “We see a 
lot of visitors not just from 
the nearby counties, but 
from Iowa, the Dakotas, 
Minnesota of course. Last 
summer we had a couple 
from Wyoming who came 
to check out the trails. I’m 

pretty sure they stayed a 
couple days longer than they 
planned, too.”

The owner of the camp-
ground, who prefers to go 
by just “Doc,” explained 
that the opportunity for new 
construction came about 
last year after the old tav-
ern had to be removed to 
accommodate a frack sand 
mining operation on the 
property. Building began 
in mid-May and fi nished 
in late September. The tav-
ern has been open to the 
public since then,  as Doc 
and maintenance manager 
Scott Bohland complete the 
remaining interior tasks and 
work to get the kitchen up 
and running. They believe 
now is the time to show the 
place off to the wider public.

“As you can see, we’re 
still taking care of the fi n-
ishing touches,” Doc said, 
motioning toward the cable 
boxes dangling beneath 
recently-installed televisions 
on the far wall. “But we’re 
very happy with what we’ve 
built.”

In many ways, Doc’s 
Bunkhouse offers a famil-
iar Wisconsin tavern expe-

rience. But beyond the cold 
beer, pool table and digital 
jukebox, several features 
combine to create an atmo-
sphere all its own. The cus-
tom bar top is inlaid with 
painted ATV tire treads that 
spell out the name of the 
campground. It is fl anked 
on all sides by convert-
ed UTV-seat barstools. A 
pair of overhead doors will 
facilitate air fl ow during the 
summer months, and the 
restroom sinks—perhaps the 
most interesting feature in 
the tavern—were fashioned 
from actual ATV tires and 
refurbished whiskey barrels.

“Yeah, my buddy built 
those for me,” Doc said 
about the fi xtures. “Pretty 
neat, right? I bet you’ve 
never seen anything quite 
like that before.”

While Doc’s Bunkhouse 
primarily caters to trail rid-
ers, the campground will 
soon offer another feature 
for those who prefer to 
enjoy the outdoors at a more 
leisurely pace. Currently 
obscured by the snow, a new 
pond has been formed as 
a result of excavation for 
the frack sand mine, and 

next summer Doc and his 
team plan to fashion a beach 
around the water and stock it 
with fi sh.

“Once the mining opera-
tion leaves, the pond will be
available for use as well,”
Doc said. “So if part of the 
family wants to check out
the trails, the others can go
hang out on the beach, do
some fi shing or get out on 
the water in a canoe.”

Kitchen lead Sally 
Madsen and bartender 
Gina Andrews round out 
the Doc’s Bunkhouse staff. 
When asked what makes 
the campground unique, 
Schmidt acknowledged her 
colleagues and the thou-
sands of visitors they serve 
every year.

“This is a really fun place
to work,” she said. “It gives
me the opportunity to work 
with a great team and to
meet a lot of interesting peo-
ple.”

For more information 
about the grand opening, 
contact Shelly Schmidt at 
715.964.8010 or visit www.
docsbunkhousewi.com.

 

Kyle VonRuden/Clark County Press
Recently, a new tavern was built at the Doc’s Bunkhouse campground near 
Merrillan. Pictured are (l-r) kitchen lead Sally Madsen, owner Doc and gener-
al manager Shelly Schmidt. Staff not pictured are maintenance manager Scott 
Bohland and bartender Gina Andrews.

Clark Electric Cooperative foundation 
funds local projects 

December is the season 
for giving, and that spirit 
has not been lost on Clark 
Electric Cooperative (CEC). 
The cooperative’s char-
itable body, The Adler-
Clark Electric Community 
Commitment Foundation, 
recently awarded $38,300 
to 24 different community 
projects in the Clark Electric 
Cooperative service area.  
 Tim Stewart, CEO of 

CEC and a trustee of the 
Adler-Clark Foundation, 
explained the motivation 
behind the grants.
 “The purpose of the Adler-
Clark Electric Community 
Commitment Foundation 
is to support programs and 
events which enrich the 
lives of people of Clark 
County and the surrounding 
communities,” Stewart said 
in a press release. “Our mis-

sion is to invest in the future 
of the Clark County area by 
helping create opportunity 
for philanthropy and com-
munity enrichment.  We are 
pleased to be a part of these 
community enrichment pro-
grams.”
 The foundation was 
established in 2004 by 
Clark Electric Appliance 
and Satellite, Inc., to pro-
vide local not-for-profit 

and community organiza-
tions with funds for projects 
that improve the lives of 
local residents.  To date, 
the f oundation has awarded 
$500,910 for such projects.   
 Clark Electric Cooperative 
is a not-for-profi t electric 
utility serving 9,100 mem-
bers in Clark, Chippewa, 
Jackson, Marathon, Taylor 
and Wood counties.   
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