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Ruzic, Matalas, Buckley 
inducted into Lincoln 
Athletic Hall of Fame

By Randy L. Herman
 It was a big evening at 
Lincoln High School Dec. 
21, and the community came 
out in force to recognize the 
induction of three past ath-
letic standouts to the Lincoln 
High School Athletic Hall 
of Fame. School superin-
tendent Paul Fischer served 
as emcee and detailed the 
accomplishments and contri-
butions of Vince Ruzic, Don 
Matalas and Jay Buckley, 
all 1960s-era Lincoln grad-
uates. Fischer welcomed the 
large crowd and said:
  “Tonight, we would 
like to take this opportunity 
to recognize three individ-
uals who made signifi cant 
contributions to Lincoln 
Athletics. We will be doing 
so by inducting them into 
the Lincoln High School 
Athletic Hall of Fame. This 
is our fi fth year in which we 
have honored individuals for 
their accomplishments while 
they attended Lincoln High 
School.  
 “I would fi rst like to 
recognize Mr. Vince Ruzic. 
Vince was a 1964 gradu-
ate of Lincoln High School. 
Vince played four years of 
baseball, four years of bas-
ketball, two years of foot-
ball, three years of track 
and two years of volleyball 
during his time at Lincoln 
High School. In football, 
Vince was the second-lead-
ing receiver, catching eight 
passes for 158 yards. That 
year, he was recognized 
as a Second-Team All-
Conference receiver. In bas-
ketball, Vince contributed a 
great deal on the fl oor. His 
senior season he scored 414 
points, averaging 21 points 
per game, and gathered in 
217 rebounds. His accom-
plishments his senior season 
earned him First-Team All-
Conference honors. 
 “In baseball, which 
Vince indicates was his 
favorite sport, he fi nished 
the season 2-0 on the mound 
and maintained a .273 bat-
ting average and was part 
of the conference champi-
onship team. As a trackster, 
Vince fi nished fi fth at state 
his senior year in the 440-
yard dash and was part of the 
team that earned Dairyland 
Conference Championship 
honors. During his time at 
Lincoln, Vince was part of 
seven conference champion-
ship winning teams. Vince 
also came back to Lincoln as 
a teacher and coach. He has a 
son, Patrick, as well as three 
daughters, Katie, Karla and 
Sara, all of whom attend-
ed Lincoln High School. He 
also is a proud grandpar-
ent and every single one of 
his grandchildren have  or 
are attending Lincoln High 
School. He coached for 16 
years as a junior varsity 
girl’s coach.
 “Mr. Don Matalas was 

Vince Ruzic

Jay Buckley
Alma Center/Merrillan/Humbird School District Su-
perintendent Paul Fischer (right) was on hand last week 
to greet and recognize the athletic accomplishments of 
three past sports standouts from the 1960s by inducting 
them into the school’s Athletic Hall of Fame. Vince Ruz-
ic, Don Matalas and Jay Buckley were greeted by a large 
crowd moments before the Lincoln Hornet boys and Mel-
rose-Mindoro Mustangs squared off in a big Dairyland 
Conference game.

Randy L. Herman photos
See Lincoln, page 2 

Don Matalas

Banner Journal welcomes 
Kyle VonRuden as reporter

By Ryan Spoehr/
JoDee Brooke

With a pending opening 
on The Clark County Press 
(Press) staff, the publica-
tion, based out of Neillsville, 
had brought on Black River 
Falls (BRF) resident Kyle 
VonRuden as a reporter. 
With that decision, Clark 
County Press editor Ryan 
Spoehr would return to his 
reporter position, a position 
he’d held at Banner Journal 
from 2014 to the end of 
2015. 

 After sitting down 
and talking, Spoehr and 
VonRuden agreed to “switch 
spots” so to speak. Spoehr 
will remain editor of the 
Press and VonRunden start-
ed his role as a reporter with 
the Banner Journal Dec. 21. 

 VonRuden jumped into 
the world of reporting right 

away after starting at the 
Press Dec. 10. After helping 
with the editing process with 
the Press’ Dec. 12 edition, 
he covered boys basketball 
and worked on feature sto-
ries for the paper. He also 
took photos throughout the 
area for publication in the 
Press.

 He’s done the same at the 
Banner Journal since arriv-
ing. 

“So far so good. I think 
I’m enjoying it. I’m starting 
to get a better idea of what 
to expect from day to day,” 
VonRuden said. 

 “I think I’m looking for-
ward to meeting people in a 
lot of different areas from 
different walks of life and 
developing some profes-
sional relationships with a 
lot of different folks around 
the community. I think 

that’s the thing I’m most 
excited about right now,” 
VonRuden said. 

VonRuden is originally 
from western Wisconsin.

“My family moved around 
several times when I was 
growing up, but it was always 
in the area,” VonRuden said. 
“Monroe County was home 
until I was 12. We moved 
to BRF and that’s where I 
fi nished middle school and 
all of high school.”

In Monroe County, he 
lived in Kendall, Wilton and 
Sparta. His family also lived 
in Elroy, which is in Juneau 
County. 

VonRuden is a 2007 grad-
uate of BRF High School. 

After that, he attended the 
University of Wisconsin-
La Crosse for two years. 

JoDee Brooke/Banner Journal
Kyle VonRuden has fi lled the reporter position at the Banner Journal. The Banner Jour-
nal welcomed VonRuden Dec. 21 as he began his new role with the publication. He is 
a Black River Falls High School graduate and says he is looking forward to meeting 
people from different walks of life. 

See VonRuden, page 2 

Food for More 
Challenge raises 
nearly $28,000

By JoDee Brooke
 This year’s Friends 
Sharing Food’s (FSF) Food 
for More Challenge raised 
$27,783. The challenge ran 
from Sept. 20 to Nov. 1. 
This was the fi fth year FSF’s 
Food for More Challenge 
was brought to the com-
munity. The Food for More 
Challenge is a partnership 
with Feed My People Food 
Bank, Eau Claire.
 Programs falling under 
the FSF organization’s 
umbrella are the Friends’ 
Food Shelf, Neighborhood 
Food Pantry, Jackson 
County Food Pantry and 
Food for Kids. All four 
programs operate from the 
Gebhardt School. Satellite 
sites for distribution of the 
Neighborhood Food Pantry 
are Alma Center, Hixton, 
Humbird, Merrillan, Taylor 

and Millston.
 Coordinators for the 
Jackson County Food Pantry 
are Jon Warmke and Kathy 
Peterson. Coordinators for 
the Neighborhood Food 
Pantry are Lee and Deb 
Goehring. Mary Hansen 
has coordinated the Food 
for Kids program for 10 
years. Coordinators for the 
Friends Food Shelf are Lois 
Smetana, Bonnie Harmes 
and Andrea Hoffman.
 Working with these 
coordinators is a group of 
volunteers who schedule 
their lives around the time 
they’re needed for food 
distributions and assistance 
with organizing food com-
ing into each site.
 Every dollar donated 
between Sept. 20 and Nov. 
1 was matched one-to-one 

See Challenge, page 5
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All Jackson County trails are 
closed due to rain 

and warmer temperatures. 

School service project helps 
feed those in need

By Kyle VonRuden
 Their slogan was sim-
ple: “empty your bowls to 
fi ll someone else’s.” Their 
impact was anything but.
 On Friday, Dec. 21, the 
Empty Bowls project team 
at Black River Falls High 
School (BRFHS) provid-
ed a generous donation to 
Friends Sharing Food (FSF), 
a volunteer organization 
dedicated to reducing hun-
ger in Jackson County. The 
funds will be used to support 
several local projects in the 
community serving individ-
uals and families facing food 
insecurity.
 BRFHS students Alyssa 
Stemper and Cassidy 
Boerger planned and coor-
dinated the initiative as part 
of their membership in the 
national student organi-
zation Family, Career and 
Community Leaders of 
America (FCCLA), which 
boasts over 160,000 mem-
bers in 5,300 chapters across 
the country.
 Stemper said that the duo 
started out by identifying a 
local need and brainstorming 
some ways they could make 
a serious contribution.
 “Our main goal was 
to raise as much as we 
could because we know 
that money is an issue in 
Jackson County,” she said. 
“Unfortunately, there are 
many students and families 
in the area who don’t have 
enough to eat.”
 The initiative was built 
around a primary fundraising 
event, which took place on 
Dec. 3 and inspired the name 
“Empty Bowls.” Student vol-
unteers spent the day prepar-
ing a variety of soups in the 
family and career education 
(FACE) classrooms, which 
were then sold that evening 
to raise money to combat 
hunger. Visitors also had the 
option of buying their soup 
in ceramic bowls made by 
the BRFHS Art Club for an 
additional charge.
 Over 30 BRFHS students 
representing a handful of 
other clubs chipped in by 
fashioning clothing, Tiger 
merchandise and wreaths 
that were sold during a silent 
auction. By the time the last 
bowl of soup was ladled 

 

Kyle VonRuden/Banner Journal
Friends Sharing Food treasurer Jill Clark (fi fth from left) and Neighborhood Food Pan-
try coordinator Lee Goehring (fourth from right) visited Black River Falls High School 
on Dec. 21 to receive a donation from the Empty Bowls project. Pictured (l-r) are teach-
er and FCCLA advisor Sarah Halverson and students Sydney Sampson-Webb, Alyssa 
Stemper, Cassidy Boerger, Summer Rufsholm, Avery Yaeger and Becca Hudson. 

out, the fundraiser had net-
ted just over $2,100 to go 
toward feeding vulnerable 
families in Jackson County.
 According to Boerger, 
community involvement 
was another emphasis of the 
initiative.
 “The other main goal of 
the project was to get as 
many students involved as 
we could, which is why we 
asked the other school clubs 
to participate,” Boerger 
said. “We wanted our whole 
community to be a part of 
it.”
 FACE teacher and 
FCCLA advisor Sarah 
Halverson helped guide the 
two young leaders through 
the project and commended 
all the students who partic-
ipated for their hard work 
and cooperation.
 “The students from all 
the different clubs really 
enjoyed coming together for 
a greater cause,” she said. 
“And, I mean, it really is a 
very generous donation to 
give to the local food pan-
tries at this time of year.”
 FSF treasurer Jill Clark 
and Neighborhood Food 
Pantry (NFP) coordinator 
Lee Goehring were on hand 
to receive the donation and 
put the size of the students’ 

gift in context.
 “It will be more than 
half of our bill for an entire 
month,” Clark explained. 
“I can’t even imagine how 
much food we’ll be able to 
buy. It will literally be thou-
sands of pounds.”
 Even more impressive 
than dollar amounts or 
poundage is the number of 
local families who will be 
positively impacted by the 
project.
 “Looking at the order 
we placed yesterday for just 
the NFP , the donation more 
than covers it,” Goehring 
said. “And we normally 
serve 140-150 families per 
month, so you’re looking at 
several hundred people who 
will be helped.”
 “Having food at this 
time of year boosts people’s 
morale,” Clark added. “This 
time of year is good for any-
one. It’s like a little bonus.”
 Stemper and Boerger 
plan to feature the chari-
table experience in their 
Students Taking Action 
with Recognition (STAR) 
presentation at the FCCLA 
regional competition in 
February. STAR events are 
designed to help students 
hone skills related to char-
acter development, interper-

sonal communication, crit-
ical and creative thinking 
and career preparation.
 The Empty Bowls ini-
tiative was also one of eight 
projects across the state to 
be recognized at the 2018 
Standing Up for Rural 
Wisconsin awards ceremo-
ny in Wisconsin Dells in 
late October.
 “When we started, 
I didn’t know how much 
effort it would take to carry 
out the project,” Boerger 
explained. “I thought you 
just prepared soup and invit-
ed people. But once we got 
started, I realized how much 
work and time has to go 
into fundraising and pub-
licity and getting everyone 
involved.”
 “We learned a lot about 
developing people skills,” 
Stemper added. “We had 
to talk to and work with a 
lot of people we normally 
wouldn’t, especially people 
representing local business-
es. I think it will really help 
us going forward.”
 For more information 
about food bank services or 
donating to Friends Sharing 
Food, contact 715.670.8489.

VonRuden
 From Front Page

VonRuden took a semes-
ter off and then transferred 
to UW-Oshkosh, where he 
graduated in 2012. He dou-
ble-majored in political sci-
ence and English.

VonRuden said he 
always planned on having 
two majors at the univer-
sity level, with one being 
in political science because 
of his interest in social sci-
ences. 

“I was lucky to have good 
teachers in BRF that showed 
me the potential of those 
fi elds of study,” VonRuden 
said.

The second major, howev-
er, was one that took some 
thought. After starting psy-
chology, VonRuden changed 
it to economics, but eventu-
ally settled on English.
 He said he had good 
English professors, which 
led him to deciding on 
English. But, he found that 
English gave him fl exibility 
in areas of study. 

“It gave me a sense that, 
within the English major, 
you have a lot of range 
of what interests you. It’s 
really interdisciplinary,” 
VonRuden said. “I’m a 
social sciences kind of guy, 
so history is on the table, 
[as well as] politics, sociol-
ogy [and] psychology. So, 
with English, I thought you 
could pick from all of those 
buckets and have a lot of 
leeway.” 

One of VonRuden’s polit-
ical science professors told 
him of a job opening in 
a fellowship program in 
Boston, MA, to work at a 
charter public school dis-
trict. VonRuden fi lled the 
position, which had tutor-
ing, mentoring and general 
tasks around the school.

For a year, VonRuden 
tutored middle school stu-
dents, mostly in English, 
language arts and math, but 
in history and science as 
well. 

The following year, he 
worked as a recruitment 
manager in that district. 

After that, he was the facil-
ities manager in the district. 

“At that point, we were 
operating three separate 
schools in three separate 
buildings, as well as provid-
ing housing for a lot of the 
fellowship tutors, so I was 
overseeing a lot of the prop-
erties and a lot of the oper-
ations within the properties. 
Much of that was contracted 
services – custodial, waste 
removal, plumbing, electri-
cal and things like that,” 
VonRuden said.

He was the facilities man-
ager there for two years. In 
that time, the district built a 
new elementary school.

“I managed a lot of 
that work on behalf of the 
school. A lot of the day-
to-day management for the 
construction project was 
my domain as well,” Von 
Ruden said. 

In late 2015 and early 
2016, he decided to tran-
sition to the United States 
Peace Corps and started fi ll-
ing out applications for that. 
VonRuden fi nished his posi-

tion at the charter school 
district in August 2016. 

One month later, he was 
in Rwanda, and he began 
training to become an 
English teacher. He taught 
there until November when 
he returned to Wisconsin. 

VonRuden was then on 
the lookout for some sort 
of job in the professional 
setting. 

“I was looking for some-
thing that hopefully I could 
put to use the skills and 
the experience I’ve had 
since college, which revolve 
around education, English/
Language Arts and compo-
sition,” VonRuden said. 

After returning, 
VonRuden saw the adver-
tisement for the open report-
er position in The Shopper.

“I thought that would 
probably be a really good 
fi t based on my mix of 
skills and experience, and 
of course with growing up 
in the area and graduating 
from BRF, I was familiar 
with the Banner Journal, the 
Clark County Press and The 

Shopper,” VonRuden said.
VonRuden said he felt 

stressed about if he would be 
able to fi nd a job in the area, 
so it was a relief to fi nd the 
reporter position available.

Shortly after Press gen-
eral manager Kathy Potter 
spoke with VonRuden, it 
was decided he would join 
The Press.   

“I just feel fortunate that 
just a few days after I came 
back, there was this adver-
tisement that I came across. 
Serendipitous is probably 
too strong of a word, but 
just fortunate,” he said.  “I 
was looking forward to the 
conversation with Kathy. I 
felt things may move pretty 
quickly from there. When 
she said that she thought 
I would be a good fi t and 
asked if I wanted to give it a 
try, I was defi nitely ready to 
say yes and come aboard.”

 Spoehr is happy with his 
decision to stay at the Press. 
 “I have had a good experi-
ence with my new neurolo-
gist at the Marshfi eld Clinic 
for care for my epilepsy,” 
shared Spoehr. “With the 
recent Marshfi eld Clinic 
purchase of the hospital and 
clinic, there is talk about 
using teleconferencing at the 
clinic here in Neillsville, so 
I could at some point see 
my doctor without leaving 
Neillsville, which is a big 
plus if I fi nd myself in a 
position again where I can’t 
drive for three months. Two, 
I do love BRF and Jackson 
County. I had a great time 
at the Banner Journal and 
News Publishing Company 
in general the fi rst time 
around. I have a lot of great 
memories. But as much as 
I love BRF, I’m starting to 
feel that same appreciation 
for Neillsville. I have been 
welcomed in Neillsville just 
like I was in BRF, both in 
the community and here 
at the offi ce. But, it’s time 
to make some memories, I 
think, in Neillsville. Also, 
I think central Wisconsin, 
especially west-central 
Wisconsin, is a hub for great 
news, especially after spend-
ing a little more time on 
the other side of the state. 
Issues, I think, are a lot more 
interesting on this side of the 
state, particularly either here 
or in Jackson County. With 
my love for newspapers, I 
see myself having the same 
fulfi llment in either BRF or 
Neillsville.” 

  

Lincoln
 From Front Page

a 1963 graduate of Lincoln 
High School. Don played 
four years of baseball, four 
years of basketball, two 
years of football, two years 
of track and two years of 
volleyball during his time 
at Lincoln High School. As 
a junior, Don was a part of 
the inaugural football team 
for Lincoln High School in 
1961. The fi rst year Lincoln 
High School had football, 
they went 7-1 as a team and 
fi nished in second place in 
the Dairyland Conference. 
That record still stands as the 
best record for a season by a 
Hornet football team. That 
year, Don earned all-confer-

ence honors as a fullback. 
Don rushed for 262 yards 
on 79 carries and scored 
two touchdowns. Don was 
also part of the Dairyland 
Conference co-champions in 
basketball his senior season 
when the team went 15-4. 
Don played outfi eld on the 
baseball team for four years 
at Lincoln and was a part of 
the 1962 conference champi-
onship team that fi nished the 
season undefeated.  
 “In track, Don was also 
part of the conference cham-
pionship track team. His 
senior year of high school, 
he made it to state in track 
in the 100-yard dash. At one 
time, Don held the school 
record for the 100-yard dash 
with a time of 10.5 seconds. 
He was also on the school 
record-holding 88-yard relay 
team of Ray Ransom, Bob 
Czarnick and Bob Hart with 
a time of 1:40.3. After high 
school, Don joined the Army 
where he served our country. 
He eventually moved back to 
Alma Center and has lived in 
our community since return-
ing. He has two daughters 
and several grandchildren, 
all who have or are currently 
playing sports at Lincoln. 
 “Mr. Jay Buckley was 
a 1963 graduate of Lincoln 
High School. Jay played four 
years of baseball, four years 
of basketball, two years of 
football, two years of vol-
leyball and a year of track. In 
baseball, coach Ralph Sobota 
said that Jay was one of the 
best hitters he ever coached. 
Being that Coach Sobota 
had some amazing players 
throughout his coaching 
career, that is saying a lot. 
In baseball, Jay played fi rst 
base and was left-handed. 
His senior season, he had 
a .313 batting average. In 
1962, he was a part of the 
undefeated and Dairyland 
Conference Championship 
Baseball team. 
 “In basketball, Jay 
was the point guard for 
the Dairyland Conference 
co-championship team his 
senior season when the team 
went 15-4. That year Jay 
scored 301 points. After 
high school, Jay went on to 
coach and teach at La Crosse 
Central. During his 29 years 
of coaching at Central, Jay 
was part of 18 conference 
championships, made 15 
trips to the state tournament 
and won two state titles. 
Three of his former players 
ended up reaching the major 
leagues. 
 “Jay also was part of 
the ‘Stars of Tomorrow’ 
Baseball tournament in La 
Crosse for 16 years. In 2006, 
Jay joined Coach Sobota 
in the Wisconsin Baseball 
Coaches Association Hall of 
Fame (HOF) as a coach. His 
HOF plaque can be found at 
Miller Park. Jay also took his 
love for baseball and started 
Jay Buckley Tours in 1982. 
It is the biggest baseball tour 
group in the United States 
and is actually on my bucket 
list of things to do!  
 “In our Hall of Fame dis-
play, we have several induct-
ees from the late 1950s to 
the mid 1960s. Lincoln High 
School truly was considered 
a powerhouse in athletics 
during that time.” 
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