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WASHINGTON—Keeping notices in 
newspapers about agricultural job oppor-
tunities is important for U.S. workers, the 
National Newspaper Association told the 
U.S. Department of  Labor in December.

The Labor Department has proposed a 
change in the rules for employers seeking 
visas for foreign seasonal or temporary 
workers. Congress requires those employ-
ers to make positive recruitment efforts to 
seek U.S. workers before looking abroad. 
Labor Department regulations consider 
a positive recruitment to be two ads in a 
daily newspaper.

Now, Labor says daily newspapers are 
losing readership and are too expensive 
for farm employers, costing more than 
$600 per ad. It proposes allowing the ad 
postings on a job search website instead 
and letting employers document their 
efforts by capturing a screen shot of  the 
ad for their own files.

But NNA and more than 500 news-
papers filed objections to the proposal. 
Instead, they point out that putting ads 
in community newspapers closer to the 
workforce would be cheaper and better 
and that the readership of  newspapers 
together with their websites would be 
more effective.

The newspapers, ranging from the Ack-
ley (IA) World Journal, to the Zionsville 
(IN) Times-Sentinel, told the Labor De-
partment they believed their newspapers 
and websites were the best choice.

“U.S. workers deserve a fair chance at 
jobs before foreign workers are recruit-
ed. That is the law. We want to help the 
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WASHINGTON—Congress de-
clined to intervene in a Freedom of  
Information Act dispute between a 
South Dakota newspaper and the gro-
cery industry in December when the 
2018 Agriculture Improvement Act—
the farm bill—cleared the House and 
Senate without an FOIA amendment 
to exempt grocers’ data.

Last fall, the National Newspaper 
Association jumped into the fray on 
behalf  of  the newspaper when the 
House version of  the farm bill threat-
ened to overturn two decisions by the 
U.S. Court of  Appeals for the Eighth 
Circuit in favor of  the Sioux Falls Ar-
gus Leader’s request for information. 
The dispute is over annual reports to 
the U.S. Department of  Agriculture 
from grocery retailers on their trans-
actions under the Supplemental Nu-
trition Assistance Program, formerly 
the food stamp program. 

The Argus has been seeking the 
SNAP data for a decade. It began its 
quest with an FOIA request during 
the Great Recession when an inves-
tigative team followed a hunch that 
more local retailers were outfitting 
themselves to qualify for SNAP sales. 
The newspaper had several questions 
about the way the SNAP program 
was working in South Dakota. The 
information it wanted did not iden-
tify SNAP beneficiaries, but it did 
identify the retailers. The data were 

in reports compiled by a third-party 
electronic transactions contractor 
that gathered sales data whenever a 
SNAP user swiped a card at a retail-
er’s terminal.

The Argus request was initially re-
sisted by the U.S. Department of  Ag-
riculture. Then the Food Marketing 
Institute, an advocacy organization 
for the food retailer industry, took 
over the defense, claiming release of  
the information would harm com-
petitive interests. Two reviews by the 
Eighth Circuit were decided in the 
newspaper’s favor.

But the Argus still does not have 
the data. That is because Supreme 
Court Justice Neil Gorsuch, acting 
in his supervisory capacity over the 
Eighth Circuit, put a hold on the 
release while the high court decided 
whether to review the case. Then, ap-
parently not trusting the courts, the 
grocery industry sought an exemp-

tion as a rider to the Farm Bill.
NNA objected to the rider and 

called on Congress to keep the infor-
mation public. In a letter from NNA 
then-president, Susan Rowell, NNA 
asked House and Senate leadership 
to respect the principles behind the 
FOIA.

NNA said: “Community newspa-
pers see considerable public interest 
value in USDA’s annual SNAP retail-
er data. The public availability of  this 
information would enable journalists 
to probe many aspects of  the SNAP 
program that should concern Con-
gress, such as:
• Existence of  food deserts, particu-

larly in the rural and highly urban 
areas.

• Possible food stamp fraud, which a 
skilled journalist might detect from 
dramatically disparate utilization of  
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Congress stays out of FOIA fray

NNA welcomes new management team
SEE RULE, PAGE 2

NNA works to 
have weeklies 
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publication rule
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The National Newspaper Associa-
tion, an organization of  2,400 members 
representing community newspapers 
across the U.S., has engaged Lynne 
Lance Association Management to op-
erate its headquarters after Jan. 1, 2019.

Lance previously served as NNA’s 
chief  operating officer during its man-
agement by Illinois Press Association. 
NNA’s management relationship with 
IPA ended Dec. 31.

“NNA has benefited from the solid 
expertise of  newspaper people during 
our term with IPA,” said NNA Pres-
ident Andrew Johnson, publisher of  
the Dodge County (WI) Pionier. “We 
see this shift to LLAM’s operation as a 
terrific opportunity to hone the opera-

tional side of  our associ-
ation and to capture the 
depth of  experience that 
Lynne has brought to us. 
She has been the ‘face’ 
of  NNA in so many ways 
these past three years.  
We know our members 
trust her dedication to 
serving their needs.”

NNA’s headquarters 
moved to IPA in Springfield, IL, in 2015 
after a term with split office locations 
in Columbia, MO, and Falls Church, 
VA.  It has maintained a public policy 
office in the Washington, DC, area since 
2001, when it began a new era of  con-
tract management.

“We have found that in this era of  
great change in our world, our ability 
to be flexible and deliver value to our 
members has been enhanced by our 
mobility. NNA has been fortunate for 
the past two decades to establish man-
agement teams who believe in commu-
nity newspapers as we continue to tar-
get our mission, programs and services 
toward areas where we can serve best. 
We have great confidence that LLAM 
will continue in this tradition, and we 
thank IPA for its loyalty to community 
newspapers during our time in Spring-
field,” Johnson said.

Lance was born in Okinawa, Japan 
and has lived in more than 10 states 
and three countries. Her father was a 

JAG for the U.S. Air Force. She earned 
a bachelor of  arts degree in communi-
cation from the University of  Alabama, 
Tuscaloosa, AL, in 1986.  Before joining 
NNA as membership director and then 
chief  operating officer, she worked for 
the communications firm of  O’Con-
nor-Burnham & Company, Atlanta, 
GA; Daniels Press in Ensley, AL; Word-
masters in Springfield, IL; the Pleasant 
Plains School District, Pleasant Plains, 
IL, and was membership director for 
the Illinois Press Association. For more 
information on coming changes for the 
association and Publishers’ Auxiliary, 
see the story on Page 4 of  this issue.
Lance can be reached at lynne@nna.
org.
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