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 Today’s problem: A reader 
questioned why the left-turn lane 
traffic signals don’t give east and 
westbound drivers a dedicated 
solid green left-turn arrow on 
Highway 50 at intersections with 
Highway O and Highway P. This is 
in Wheatland on the west end of 
Kenosha County.

JB, who has lived in Twin Lakes 
for more than 25 years, wrote, 
“The Highway O intersection is 
congested, especially on school 
mornings and evenings ... with 
more parents transporting their 
kids themselves. (At) this inter-
section, cars sit constantly both 
morning and night, trying to take 
a left turn, waiting for yielding cars 
heading east on 50.”

JB’s problem with both inter-

sections is that the left-turn lanes 
don’t seem to have sensors built 
into the pavement to detect traffic 
making a left turn.

“When the through light turns 
green, all the left-turn signal heads 
do is flash the yellow left-turn ar-
row indicating yield to oncoming 
traffic. ... Oddly, you can sit in this 
lane for the entire green light du-
ration and never get presented with 
a solid green left arrow indication 
giving the driver full yield to take a 
left turn like every other Wisconsin 
intersection with these newer four 
light yield signals.”

JB wrote that, at other intersec-
tions, the dedicated green left-
turn arrow is given either at the be-
ginning or at the end of the through 
green light, keeping through traffic 
stopped until all left-turning vehi-
cles have cleared the left-turn lane.

“This doesn’t occur at either in-
tersection,” wrote JB, who thinks 
the Highway P intersection has 
blind spots for traffic turning north 

onto P from eastbound 50, which 
means traffic tends to turn fast to 
start heading north to Burlington.

Observations: Fix It stopped 
by the two locations to take a look 
at the left-turn signals. All four 
left-turn lanes at these two inter-
sections have lights with four in-
dicators stacked vertically into one 
signal, but all drivers get in the way 
of a signal is just the flashing yel-
low left-turn arrow. No solid green 
left-turn arrows at all.

Fix It didn’t see any traffic back-
ups in the left-turn lanes. Granted, 
this wasn’t at the early morning 
or late afternoon peak commute 
times for traffic on 50 to make a 
left turn to go south on O to nearby 
Wheatland Center School.

The left-turn lanes at Highway 
O are about 250 feet in length; 
at Highway P about 700 feet for 
westbound and 750 feet for east-
bound traffic.

WisDOT responds: Matthew 
Cowap, a signals operations engi-

neer with the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Transportation, wrote, 
“Both traffic lights are currently 
set up to operate in the way your 
reader describes, with only a flash-
ing yellow arrow for left turns. A 
flashing yellow arrow indication 
means the same as no left-turn 
indication at all: Those vehicles 
turning left should yield to oncom-
ing traffic, making the turn when 
there is a gap.”

Cowap stated WisDOT counts 
traffic volumes at all of their in-
tersections about once every 
three years. It uses those volumes 
to determine if the traffic lights are 
operating correctly for the amount 
of traffic

“These intersections were both 
counted in 2019, during the school 
year, and the volumes do not jus-
tify having a solid green arrow for 
the left-turn movements,” Cowap 
wrote.

The “four-light left-turn sig-
nals” with solid green arrows are 

currently being used for emer-
gency vehicle operations. Cowap 
wrote that, when an emergency 
vehicle goes through an intersec-
tion, it’s safer for both the public 
and the emergency responders to 
clear both the through lanes and 
the left-turn lanes in the direction 
the emergency vehicle is traveling. 
At these intersections, the green 
arrow may come up occasionally 
when an emergency vehicle is trav-
eling through the intersection and 
many WisDOT intersections that 
operate this way.

“However, based on the conges-
tion described, I will be coming to 
observe the intersection of (High-
way) 50 and County O in the next 
couple of weeks to make sure the 
intersection is working the way 
it should be. I will let you know 
whether changes will be made once 
I have been to the intersection.”

Thank you to Cowap and Wis-
DOT for taking another look at 
this.

Highway 50 left-turn arrows never go green
Backups reported at 
highways O and P

 They say timing is every-
thing, which works out 
well this season for Six 

Flags Great America.
The theme park in Gurnee, 

Ill., is opening the second sea-
son of its Holiday in the Park on 
Saturday.

And before you 
shout, “It’s not 
even Thanks-
giving yet!” 
consider that 
Thanksgiving 
falls so late this 
year (it’s Nov. 28, 
almost sliding 
completely into 
December), it’s 

been impossible not to think of 
jingle bells and candy canes for 
the past several days.

And when it snowed on Hal-
loween and again last week? 
Well, that was just peppermint 
icing on our gingerbread cake.

While my own house has yet 
to sport a single strand of tinsel 
(that’s due to laziness and not 
some holiday calendar purity), 
I’ve been seeing more and 
more Christmas trees in liv-
ing room windows after dark. 
Also, plenty of the neighboring 
homes are already lit up for the 
holidays. (Those are the same 
folks who have their Christmas 
gifts wrapped by Nov. 1, give 
their spouses something they 
actually want and already have 
New Year’s Eve plans. Aren’t 

they just the worst?)
More good news: The 

weather looks decent for the 
Holiday in the Park opening 
weekend, with temps topping 
off in the low 40s and no snow 
in the forecast.

All of which earns a hearty 
“ho, ho, ho” from park officials.

Hank Salemi, the theme 
park’s president, called Holiday 
in the Park — which features 
nightly tree lightings, holiday 
shows and fire pits for roasting 
marshmallows — “big news” 
before its inaugural 2018 sea-
son.

It’s also a huge undertaking 
for the park, which has to un-
dergo a complete makeover as 
soon as the popular Fright Fest 
event ends in early November. 
Park employees completely flip 
the script, going from zombies, 
vampires and ghouls to Santa, 
reindeer and carolers.

Before launching Holiday in 
the Park, “we did a lot of re-
search,” Salemi said, “to make 
sure our guests would be inter-
ested in this. We feel like we can 
have a beautiful festival with a 
good chunk of our rides open, 
plus special foods and shows 
and Santa and Mrs. Claus.”

As for the reindeer in the 
room — meaning this area’s 
winter weather — Salemi in-
sists Great America will be 
ready.

“Midwestern people are 
hardy, and we’ll cope with the 
ice and snow and cold,” he 
said. (Holiday in the Park did 
close for one day in 2018 due to 

weather.)
The total transformation of 

the park includes 2.5 million 
twinkling lights — which is a 
half-million more lights than 
in 2018. (If you visit Holiday 
in the Park, go ahead and try 
to count the number of lights. 
We’ll wait.)

Holiday in the Park high-
lights include:

 � Two new shows: The Mis-
tleTones, an a cappella group, 
putting “a fun twist on holiday 
classics” in the Merry Market 
Place, and Elves Live!, an inter-
active sing-along performance 
by Santa’s elves.

 � The holiday music re-
vue show “Wonderland at the 
Grand,” and the “Holiday Hoe-
down.”

 � Seasonal treats like 
chocolate peppermint funnel 
cakes, apple dumplings and 
turkey-and-cranberry sand-
wiches.

 � A 50-foot Holiday Square 
Tree that lights up each night.

 � Holiday in the Park runs 
Saturdays and Sundays from 
Nov. 23 through Dec. 31. It’s also 
open Fridays, Nov. 29 and Dec. 
27; Mondays, Dec. 23 and 30; 
Thursday, Dec. 26; and Tues-
day, Dec. 31. The park opens at 
2 p.m. each day for the event. 
For more information, visit 
www.sixflags.com /greatamer-
ica /special-events/holiday-in-
the-park-event.

Have a comment? Email Liz at 
esnyder@kenoshanews.com, or 
call her at 262-656-6271.

If you need a little Christmas now ...
Holiday in the Park 
opening Friday
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Holiday in the Park offers plenty of opportunities for taking selfies in front of twinkling lights.
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Copy editors Laura Tucker, left, Julie Vander Velden and Scott Koker pose 
together Friday, their final day at the Kenosha News.

So long, farewell ...
“If you do your job perfectly, no 

one notices.”
That description fits a lot of jobs, 

from airplane mechanics to pyramid 
builders.

It’s also how my husband, Rex Dav-
enport, a longtime newspaper reporter 
and editor, describes copy editing.

And he’s right; being a copy editor 
is one of those jobs that, if executed 
perfectly, no one notices. Readers 
of the Kenosha News, for example, 
don’t know if a copy editor caught my 
missing word in a headline. Or that 
time I misspelled my own name. (In 
my defense, “Elizabeth” does have a 
lot of letters in it.)

There have been a lot of changes 
in the newspaper industry in recent 
years, and one of the big trends is 
newspapers (including the Kenosha 
News) using regional design centers 
(ours is in Madison) to lay out the 
paper each day. Since we switched 
to that system, we no longer lay out 
our own pages — you no doubt no-

ticed your newspaper looks different 
recently; that’s why.

In making that change, three 
copy editors/page designers — Julie 
Vander Velden, Laura Tucker and 
Scott Koker — left the News last 
week. We miss them already; they 
had all worked here at least 20 years 
and, in that time, they greatly con-
tributed to your daily newspaper.

When I started here in December 
of 1987, Julie had the difficult task of 
training me on the copy desk. And, 
ever since then, I would yell out “Julie! 
Help!” whenever I needed assistance 
with a page design idea. (Now I have 
to text her for advice.) With Julie’s ab-
sence, I also can no longer make my 
longstanding lame joke: “Julie trained 
me, so if you don’t like something I’m 
doing, blame her.”

Bigger and better things await all 
three of them, and we salute them 
for doing an “invisible” job so well 
for so long.

Best wishes, my friends.
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